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Agenda Item No 17

Broads Authority Bill

Report by Chief Executive and Solicitor

	Summary:
This report updates the Authority on the progress of the Broads Authority Bill.

Recommendation:
That the contents of the report be noted.


1
Current Position

1.1
Following the First Reading of the Bill in the House of Commons on 23 January 2007 and the last meeting of the Authority on the 26 January 2007 there have been a number of important developments.

1.2
Only four individuals have petitioned against the Bill.  This is an indication of the success of the Authority’s lengthy period of consultation and discussion with a very wide range of interested parties.  The details of the four petitions have been reviewed and the Authority has offered to meet the petitioners and their agent but for the time being the offer has been declined.  The Authority is however preparing a written response to the issues raised by the petitioners.

1.3
Objections by two local MPs at the second Reading have delayed the move to the Committee stage.  It is understood that their intention is not to derail the Bill but rather seek a debate in the Commons in the interest of transparency.   The Authority is awaiting details of the issues they wish to raise in the debate, which has been set for 17 April 2007.

1.4
Officers are currently considering a small number of amendments to the Bill which would incorporate certain of the matters currently covered by the agreements with national boating interests.  These changes would be a recognition of the work the Authority have done with the boating organisations and would not cut across these agreements.

1.5
In addition, it is proposed to ask at the Committee stage that the Bill be amended to make it clear that, except in any emergency (or where the owner or master, as the case may be, permits) the powers to enter private land or to board vessels will only be exercised after the Authority has obtained a justice’s warrant.  This is in practice how the powers already contained in the Bill operate but this amendment will make the position clear on the face of the Bill.
2
Conclusions and Next Steps

2.1
It is disappointing that having reached agreement with the boating organisations the passage through the Commons has been delayed.  Whilst clearly the Authority would have preferred the second Reading to be unopposed the argument that the Bill should be discussed on the floor of the House is understood.  Nevertheless the potential delay in the implementation of key safety provisions such as the licensing of hire boats is of concern.  It might not prove feasible to introduce the scheme from 1 April 2008, as the Authority had hoped. 
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